
MoCo Pride Center 

Board of Directors Meeting October 6, 2018 

MINUTES 

Meeting was called to order at 10:30 am. 

In Attendance:  Co-Chairs Ezra T. and Jill M.; Vice Chair/Acting Treasurer Brad Benton; 
Board member, John Grimes.     Guests: Phillip Downie, Robin Lombard 

I. Board of Directors Applications Report 
a. Jill introduced an applicant for the board of directors as a guest. The board 

will follow up with an interview meeting in the near future. 
b. Board discussed widening the scope of promoting the need for board 

members and the application, including social media, mailing list, and 
approaching groups that we know are out there which share our interests 
and values.  Brad and John will send emails to our list the week of 10/8.  

c. Ezra is working on making the Word document application into a Google 
form. 

d. Ezra is looking into the concern that we ask for specific information about 
race, sexuality, and gender identity on the form.  Brad will add “optional” to 
the form and Ezra will add it to the Google form. 

Jill moved to suspend agenda to move the discussion on outreach to the Montgomery 
County Public Schools up on the agenda while Robin in attendance.  Seconded by 
John. Unanimous. 

II. MCPS/MCCPTA 

John reviewed the idea of doing outreach to the MCPS.  Robin reviewed the research 
she had done into what is being presented in the school systems, starting with high 
schools.  Out of 25 high schools, 9 have successful GSA (Gender & Sexuality) clubs, 
the others are in various states of success, including some that are at risk of losing their 
club. John spoke about efforts within the central county system of PTAs.  There was 
discussion of what role the Center could play to advocate for LGBTQ issues within the 
school system and how we could assist Robin in her efforts.  The board confirmed the 
importance of Robin’s work and asked that we continue to be kept informed and 
contacted if Robin needs our assistance or input.  Phillip shared that there is a “climate 
report” for universities that could be used as a model for reporting on our county 
schools.  He will send a copy to the board and to Robin.  Brad asked for a brief proposal 
from Robin so the board can consider moving forward with her project. 

 

III. Financial Report 
a. Brad gave a report on our financial status, including monies designated for 

specific uses. 



IV. Events and Sponsorship Opportunities 
a. Ezra reported on TDOR – will be held Friday, November 16th at Vis Arts in 

Rockville.  Ezra is working with two other people, and they are working on 
a Facebook page.  The Center is a co-sponsor of the event – both 
financially and volunteer time.  Phillip volunteered to provide event 
materials like table cloths and other décor. Jill emphasized the need for 
ramped up promotional effort. Ezra and John will work on the promotion to 
go out in the next week. 

Information Items 

Promotion  

 John has sent images to the graphic designer and is waiting to hear back. 

MCPS Gender Identity Guidelines 

Ezra shared the MCPS “Guidelines for Students: Gender Identity.”  Ezra shared 
that there are some concerns within this document in language and some gender 
identities that were left out of the document.  Ezra is working with Mark Eckstein, 
mostly as a parent/advocate to address the issues. 

ACTION ITEMS 

Board application email Brad and John Week of Oct. 8th 
Board application – add 
“optional” to questions about 
gender, race, etc. 

Brad – word do 
Ezra – Google form 

 

Board application – google 
form 

Ezra  

University climate report sent 
to board and Robin 

Phillip  

Proposal on MCPS Robin  
Promotional materials for 
TDOR – event  

Ezra and John Week of Oct. 8th 

Event on FB page John Oct. 6th – 8th 
Put on Trans*Unity FB and 
send to Robin for Rainbow 
socials 

John Oct. 6th – 8th 

 

Send promotion to county 
offices as appropriate 

John Oct. 6-8 th  

Send to Faith community Jill  Oct 8th 
Bylaws updates Jill Week of Oct.8th  
 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:10 pm 


